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Introduction 
 Parents play a crucial role in the 
education of their children. No wonder 
why Luster and McAdoo (1996) says that 
parents not only influence what the child 
brings to the school setting when he or she 
begins schooling but also influence how 
well the child acquires school related skills 
throughout the school years. School 
achievement therefore, could at least, in 
part be explained as a function of a set of 
variables, of which one of them is parental 
involvement in children’s school 
education.  

Parental involvement in education 
is a major factor in a child’s education as it 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

helps in improving school effectiveness the 
quality of education, and a child’s 
academic success. Grandier (2006) opined 
that parental involvement is a term that 
connotes support, participation, 
commitment, interest and cooperation of 
parents in education of their wards in 
schools. For Fripp (200), it means the 
provision of an environment that helps 
develop a child’s intellectual and creative 
talents. It involves supporting homework 
and communicating with the child about 
classroom activities. For Brown (1989), 
parental involvement in education include 
two types of activities namely: School – 
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Abstract 
The study investigated the factors that influence parental involvement in 
the education of the children in the six education zones, randomly 
selected, in Anambra State. One research question and four hypotheses 
guided the conduct of the study. Sample consisted of 1000 SS II 
students, selected through proportionate stratified random sampling. A 
questionnaire, duly validated and tested for reliability, was used in data 
collection. Data collected were analysed using statistical mean and 
analysis of variance (ANOVA). The findings of the study showed 
activities performed whose parents participate in their school activities 
performed better academically. Family size, location of the parents’ 
residence, educational qualification of the parents and sex of the child, 
relatively influence various forms of parental involvement in the 
education of children in varying forms. It is therefore recommended that 
parents should see the need to be highly involved in the education of 
children by participating actively both at home and school based 
activities.  
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based and home–based. School–based 
activities include participating in 
parent/teacher conferences and functions, 
receiving and responding to written 
communication to the teacher. Home-
based activities focus on activities that 
parents can do with the children at home or 
on the teacher’s visit to child’s home.   

Over the years, there has been an 
increasing alarm and discussion over the 
educational status of children in many 
countries like the United States and 
Nigeria (Adeyegbe, 1982). Many 
secondary school leavers do not posses the 
kind of skills and knowledge required 
when they are still in school and manifests 
significantly in the children’s academic 
achievement, especially at their adolescent 
period. In support of this, Okonkwo (2001) 
says that there are serious indications that 
the nation’s adolescents are in a state of 
crises. She therefore, enumerated such 
features as undesirable behaviour, low 
literacy and on mathematical competence 
as contributory factors. The level of 
achievement in public examinations in 
adolescents has continued persistently and 
generally to be poor in Nigeria.  

Several factors have been blamed 
for these poor achievements of Nigerian 
students. They include the undemanding 
school environment, poor educationally 
stimulating home environment and 
inconsistent government polices. (Science 
Teachers Association of Nigeria (STAN) 
position paper (1992). Even where efforts 
are made by both school authorities and 
governments to improve the learning 
condition and consequently improve the 
learning outcomes of learners, this 

downward trend persists. Okonkwo, (2001) 
noted that this poor achievement in school 
subjects might be as a result of inhibition 
resulting from lack of rich home 
environment and inadequate or poorly-
timed stimulation due to parents not 
spending enough time with their children. 
Durojaiye (1984), noted that parents are 
away from home most of the day and 
relegate the delicate task of parenting to 
their inexperienced house helps. These, he 
said, have negative effects on the 
children’s school education. Such children 
are often unable to receive encouragement 
and support for their educational efforts. 
They tend to grow worse as they grow and 
mature into adolescent.  

In this part of the country, for 
example, it would appear that many 
parents place financial acquisition above 
qualitative child rearing and good basic 
education. The quest to acquire material 
wealth tends to make parents neglect 
attending to their children’s basic 
educational needs and processes.  

The influence of the home 
environment therefore, needs to be 
investigated. Ample evidence from earlier 
studies has shown and school achievement. 
Parental involvement in education 
therefore, is a type of parenting in which 
both parents and children benefit. These 
various types of parent involvement in 
education may differ in their nature and the 
way each type relates to the adolescent’s 
academic achievement. It may differ in the 
way parents understand and the extent of 
their involvement. The relationship may 
differ according to gender differences of 
parents and children, geographical location 
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of the parents’ residences and parent’s 
educational qualifications. It becomes 
imperative, therefore, that issues related to 
parental involvement in the education of 
their children and their academic 
performance be examined.  
 
Research Question   

What differences exist between the 
academic achievements of students who 
experience different parental involvements 
in education?  
 
Hypotheses  
 Size of the family does not have 

significant influence on the 
specific parental involvement in 
the education of children.  

 Parents do not differ significantly 
in their involvement in  
children’s education due to their 
level of educational qualifications.  

 Gender of the child do not have 
significant influence on the type of 
parental involvement in education 
of children.  

 Parents from-urban area do not 
differ significantly from those 
living in the rural area on the type 
of parental involvement in 
childrens’ education.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Methodology   
The study employed a survey 
design. Carried out in the six  

education zones of Anambra State. One 
thousand SS II students from only the 
public secondary schools, randomly 
selected from each of the education zones 
of Anambra State constituted the sample of 
the study. A questionnaire was used in the 
collection of data. The questionnaire was 
divided into two parts. Part one sought 
information on the demographic data of the 
family, the parents and that of the child. 
While part two dealt with parental 
involvement. The validity of the 
instruments was subjected to professional 
scrutiny by experts in measurement and 
evaluation. The instrument was personally 
administered on the respondents by the 
researcher who also collected the 
completed questionnaires. Statistical 
means is used in analyzing the research 
question, while the hypotheses were tested 
using the analysis of variance (Anova).  
 
Presentation of Results  
Research Question I 

What differences exist between the 
academic achievements of students who 
experience different parental involvements 
in education?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Factors Influencing Parental Involvement … 
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